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REL Seniors 2010: With the reality based choices students face after
graduation, our motto is “Robert E. Lee Goes To College”, defining
college as training after high school. Think about your interests, gifts,
and talents, and the job that will allow you to best use them--find out
what training, certificate, or degree is necessary to qualify for that job
and then go for it!

Robert E.
Lee Goes To
College






Life after High School - Coming Soon! (Seniors 2010)

Are your bags packed?...

Things you need for College Applications:

A completed application: www.applytexas.org for Texas state colleges and universities,
www.commonapp.org for selective schools or each individual college’s website.

Solid Transcript: (Make sure you have an unofficial copy of your transcript to use
when filling out applications, etc.—they will ask for GPA, courses taken, rank, etc.).
Senior schedule needs math, science, English, social studies, packed full—you will be
taking college entrance exams and colleges want to know you are not having a bad case
of “senioritis”. Push now—easier later.

Rigorous Senior Year: Colleges are looking for students who will be successful. They
recommend that seniors continue to follow a strong college prep program and most
colleges require students to list their current courses on their application. Because many
colleges require all freshmen to take a math placement test, seniors are strongly
encouraged to take math their senior year. Even though many students want to “take it
easy” their senior year, they should continue with upper level core courses.

ACT or SAT scores: Prep first for free: www.collegeforalltexans.com . Colleges want
scores sent directly from the testing agencies. Send to 4 schools FREE with
registration—codes are on the website. Register online: www.collegeboard.com and
www.act.org REL High School Code 447138. Have your transcript with you when you
complete the registration form. If taking SAT register for the Reasoning Test which
includes writing. If registering for the ACT, take the writing portion also. Some selective
colleges require SAT Subject Tests. Check with colleges you will be applying to and ask
which Subject Tests you should take—some require 2, some require 3, some accept ACT
with writing in place of SAT subject tests—TALK TO THE COLLEGE!!!



http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/

Me et the “tests”:

ACT - the test consists of four multiple choice tests: English, Reading, Math, and Science
Reasoning. Scores are given in a 1-36 range and are added together for a Composite
score. Students may choose to take the optional Writing Test and will receive an
additional English/Writing score, but this score will not affect the Composite score. There
is no penalty for guessing on the ACT.

SAT-the test has three sections: Critical Reasoning, Math, and Writing. Each section is
scored 200-800, with 2400 being a perfect score. There is a slight penalty for guessing on
the SAT. An educated guess is encouraged for each question, but if a student has no idea
whatsoever about an answer to a question, it is suggested that the student leave it blank.

SAT Subject Test: Tests are one hour and measure knowledge in a particular subject
area (biology, math, etc.). Some selective colleges require the Subject test and will list it
as a requirement in their admissions information. You are allowed to take up to 3 tests at
one sitting but may not test on the same day you take the SAT Reasoning Test.

THEA-The THEA is used by Texas institutions of higher education as an assessment
instrument for entering students. The THEA Test provides the diagnostic data required by
legislation in Texas. To pass the THEA test a student must pass all three sections
(Writing, Reading, and Math). The THEA or ACCUPLACER will determine college
course level placement (developmental or college level courses). ACCUPLACER is a
THEA alternative test and is computer based, whereas THEA is paper and pencil.

THEA or ACCUPLACER exemptions: SAT 1070 w/ 500 (V) 500 (M); ACT 23 w /19
(E) 19 (M); TAKS 2200 on ELA and Math with a 3 or better on the Writing composition.

2009-2010 SAT/ACT Testing Dates

Tyler ISD will reimburse you for one SAT or one ACT while you are a student in high
school. Proof of testing is required so print off your payment page when you register,
save your admission ticket and print a copy of your score report for documentation.

SAT Test Dates Fee: Reasoning Test: $45

October 10

November 7

December 5

January 23

March 13

May 1

June 5

ACT Test Dates Fee: $32 without writing; $47 with writing

September 12

October 24

December 12

February 6

April 10

June 12




2009-2010 TAKS Retest Test Dates (per TEA website July 2009-dates could change)

Oct. 20(ELA) Mar. 1 (SS) Apr. 27(ELA)

Oct. 21(M) Mar. 3 (ELA) Apr. 28(M)

Oct. 22(SClI) Mar. 4 (M) Apr. 29(SClI)

Oct. 23(SS) Mar. 5 (SCI) Apr. 30(SS)

*Dec. 2-4 *Apr. 21-23 *May 17-19 (*Report Dates)

NCAA Registration (for those planning to play sports at the college level): Code
9999 as one of the recipients to receive your scores when registering for SAT or ACT—
scores must be sent directly from the testing agency. Go to www.ncaaclearinghouse.net
to register online. Complete the Amateur Questionnaire and print Copy 1 and Copy 2 of
the transcript release form. Take the release forms to the REL Registrar to have your
official transcripts sent from REL to the Clearinghouse —one with 6 semesters of high
school (through junior year) and one with your graduation date at the end of the year. If
you are planning to request a fee waiver you MUST have used (not just be eligible for) a
fee waiver for ACT or SAT.

Essays:  The following are the www.applytexas.org essay topics--not all colleges will
require an essay. Each school’s application on ApplyTexas will specify.

Topic A: Write an essay in which you tell us about someone who has made an impact on
your life and explain how and why this person is important to you.

Topic B: Choose an issue of importance to you--the issue could be personal, school
related, local, political, or international in scope--and write an essay in which you explain
the significance of that issue to yourself, your family, your community, or your
generation.

Topic C: There may be personal information that you may want considered as part of
your admissions application. Write an essay describing that information. You might
include exceptional hardships, challenges, or opportunities that have shaped or impacted
your abilities or academic credentials, personal responsibilities, exceptional achievements
or talents, educational goals, or ways in which you might contribute to an institution
committed to creating a diverse learning environment.

Topic D: (Some institutions require this essay from their Architecture, Art, Art History,
Design, Studio Art, and Visual Art Studies/Art Education majors.)

Scholarship Application Essay: (can be tweaked for many different scholarships) “Why
| should be chosen to receive a scholarship for college and how the additional funding
will help me reach my goals.” (Explain your goals and dreams.)


http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://www.applytexas.org/

The College Essay
Tips for Writing Effective Essays

AThe essay is a chance to make an i mpact.

theessayhow t hey tackIl e t he butalsp foraisso be suretthats
it 6lsl weritten. o ~A. Rodriguez, Pitzer College

Steps of the Writing Process
Start well in advance of the deadline and be patient as you work through the steps.
Think about the topic. What is the question really asking?
Brainstorm.
Write a draft.
Elicit comments and responses from other. What do you want to know more about?
Does my essay sound genuine and honest? Does my essay address the question? Does it
need to be more creative to stand apart from other essays? Read your essay aloud to
yourself.
Wait.
Revise by asking yourself: What does this essay say about me?
Wait.
Revise by checking organization and clarity. Is my focus clear? Do anecdotes support
what the essay says, and are the parts related to the main idea? Is it organized? How
does it flow? Do | have a solid ending?
Edit to check spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
Make a copy and keep for other applicable application essays.

Relax.

Congratulate yourself; the hardest part is over.

not

]



The College Essay
What can you write about?

AWriting the essay can be the most terrifyir

a conscious act of presentation. It is the-geffvaiting on the blank page that terrifies,
asevengreatsiterswi | I testi fy. o ~WDix, Amherst College

How has a particular place influenced you? Don’t feel limited to places of grandeur
such as foreign countries. A room full of people speaking a different language, a science
lab, a photo darkroom, or a stage may say something about you.

Have you ever been in a tense, demanding, grueling, exhilarating, or frightening
situation? How did you handle it? What does this imply about you?

Has a relative, employer, friend, or neighbor influenced you? How? How are you
different as a result?

Do you have a dream? Can anything stop you from achieving your dream?

Write about an ironic turn of events, which worked out in your favor. For example,
perhaps you learned a great lesson from someone you don’t get along with or you
discover your talents in writing while trying to take pictures for the school newspaper.
How did this experience allow you to grow?

Think about a book, experience, quotation, or idea. Show how it reflects or shapes
your outlook and aspirations.

Tell us about yourself. Describe your personality and a special accomplishment.
Illustrate the unique aspects of who you are, what you do, and what you want out of life.
Share an experience that made an impact on you. Write about a great learning
experience.



The College Essay
Tips for Writing Effective Essays

AWe | ook for students who rise to the chall e

own and who, through their writing, communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings to

otheudésts should show us that they are wild/l
~W. Dix, Amherst College

Write in an informal, personal language. Excellent essays are certainly structured, but
a sincere and personal one pervades. You are writing for a person, not a class.

The best essays are imaginative and descriptive. They highlight experience or facts

that are otherwise unknown.

Example: AAl though the article said it was pos:
So, | decided to test out this freakoh t ur e . 0

The average writer writes correctly — but not effectively. Do not just casually
mention special interests and values without any real explanation of why they are
relevant to the topic.

Example: Al would value bei ngrenawnedheaitage®ant , bec:
begin with, its political reputation. o
Too often applicants feel t hasuchtashadripto must wr

Europe or an academic experience, such as an AP class. An essay is not outstanding
because of its subject, but because it goes beyond description to a discussion of what
made that experience unique to you.

Example: “I was going to make a pickle gléiwv

Use I, me, we, and us.

I f the essay asks for 300 wldkewdss, ifthectssap’' t s u b mi
specifies to use the space provided, do so.

Use contractions. They make your prose sound more natural.
Don’ t rSaymwhat yeu.have to say and conclude.
Don’ t e x ®an’gveite & tmpress.

Does your first sentence hook the reader? Does it make you want to read on?
Examples: filt was t he, 1990. dgbtthe ideafin aiNmivna gazi ne. 0O

Alf | could be any roll i n society, |
AThe Barnyard has taught me things tha
throughmor e traditional educational means.

Your conclusion should add substance to your essay, not restate what has already
been stated. Leave a strong final image.



Example: Ailt was an evening that | wild/l remembe
theclosenes | felt with the people who hel
The College Essay
Scoring Guide for College Application Essays

AWebre not i nterested in the right answer s,
what we want the students to show is thellingness to delve into topics, demonstrating

their intellectual curiosity and showing off their writing prowess. The capacity to

confront challenging questions is an important part of academic life: the essay gives us a
small sampleidfityg ¢tuden s odVdxBmherstCollege

The best essays reveal the writer’s personality through carefully selected and
evocative details. Original ideas or observations are thoroughly developed, and the
question posed is responsibly addressed.

6 —7 These essays also impart a sense of the writer’s personality, but they are less
vivid, less focused, and more general than the best essays. Although using a fresh
approach, the essays perhaps do not tackle a unique subject or address the topic less
thoroughly. These essays are well written in an appropriate style, but with less mastery
than the top papers. Some lapses in diction or syntax may appear, but the writing
demonstrates sufficient control over the elements of composition to present the writer’s
ideas correctly.

4 —5 These essays contain predictable approaches to commonplace subjects with a
standard organizational plan. Observations and conclusions are less detailed, more
superficial. They are adequately written, but do not demonstrate control over a full range
of elements of composition. Organization is evident, but may not be fully realized or
particularly effective.

2 —3 These essays are generally boring, unfocused, impersonal, and ill conceived. No
organizational plan is evident; little attention to the question posed is obvious.

These essays are completely off the mark or seriously deficient in intelligible
content. They are so full of grammatical, punctuation, and spelling errors that the writer
is obviously not bound for success in college.



The College Essay
Sample Score “9” Essays

Essay Type: Personal Statement #232 — SACAC — Atlanta, GA
Alf you could assume any role in history,

If I could be any roll in society, | would be a croissant. Not only is the croissant the most
rich, buttery and tasty of all rolls, it also bears forth the most distinguished of forefathers
in the baking world. Bread of a noble French ancestry, the croissant rise in cultural
history attests to more than mere yeast.

I would value being a croissant, because of its renowned heritage — to begin with, its
political reputation. The greatness of French rulers can be traced back to 800 A.D. with
the browning of Charlemuffin, the first French emperor (although he was actually more
of a streusel, being of Germanic decent). Furthermore, no history annals would be
complete without chronicling the rise and fall of Louis — The Bun King — XV1 during the
17" century. Yet the most famous of all political figures is by far Napoleon Bunaparte,
whose militaristic acts of genius were never half-baked.

While its political tradition is delicious, France’s literary heritage takes the cake. French
literature began leavening as early as gt century A.D. When “La Chanson de Roll-and,”
the tragedy of Roll-land, and officer and confidant of Charlemuffin began its oral
tradition and was later recognized as an epic recipe. La Buntaine, the 17" century fabler
is also an ingredient in the batter of literary prominence. Further, the novelist Mal-roll
has upheld this famed French tradition with his modern work Man’s Pate. Finally,
though, I would value the croissant’s fine classical background because of the brilliant
work of two French rolls — Rolliere, the mastermind behind “The Bourgeois Gentle bun,”
and Rolltaire, the author of Bundide. And while there are a baker’s dozen more, these
two satirist’s best represent the renowned literary heritage that France claims as its own,
and they have undoubtedly influenced many writers and brilliant thinkers of the past,
present, and will certainly influence those of the future.

In conclusion, the croissant is of obvious merit and value due to the richness of its native

French cultural background. Buns will come and buns will go, but the croissant’s taste
lingers on.
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The College Essay
Sample Score “9” Essays
Essay Type: Personal Statement #225 — SACAC — Des Moines, 1A
AWhat do you see as an i mportant event in yo

It was the middle of November, 1990. | got the idea in an Omni magazine. | was about to
embark on one of the most important events in my life. | was going to make a pickle glow.

Although the article said it was possible, | found it difficult to believe. So, | decided to test out
this freak of nature. | gathered my friends together on a slow Friday night, to begin our most
exciting scientific expedition of the year. Such an even couldn’t be held without documentation,
or a pickle. Jeff and Scott were in charge of obtaining the means of documentation and the
pickle. We also needed electrical equipment. John, Kit, and | were responsible for acquiring
these items, including electrodes and a power source, or in layman’s terms: nails connected to a
cut off power cord of a lamp, (to be inserted into a wall socket.)

As the documentary team was filming their pickle buying procedure, we soldered the electronics
together and debated the possibilities of what would happen. Kit was positive that we’d blow a
fuse when we plugged in the pickle. I didn’t care if the fuse blew. Instead I worried about the
person who was going to insert the plug that was attached to a wet pickle into a 120 V power
source. Although | thought that person was probably safe unless he was standing barefoot in a
puddle of water, a little parent inside my head told me to stay away from the socket. 1 then
remembered this was the same parent who had told me to stand back from the VCR the first time
he set it up because, “It might blow up!”

The parent in my head left as Jeff and Scott ran through the front door yelling, “We have it! We
have it!” The rest of us jumped to our feet and followed Jeff and Scott out the back door. We
stabbed the pickle on each end with an electrode and prayed.

Everything was set; all we needed to do was plug it into the socket. The experiment was my idea
and it was held in my backyard, so | was given the honors of either making my head explode or
making the pickle glow. Scott started the tape. 1 struggled to find the outlet in the darkness of the
night. After what seemed like forever, | found the power source and in one movement plugged
the cord in and jumped away. Nothing happened. As we stood there in silence, a breeze chilled
our bones. We waited. As we waited, we were trying to find a new approach to our experiment.
Kit told me to unplug the pickle, but we waited just a little bit longer when, “snap.” A spark flew
through the pickle. Our ears perked up. We could now hear the insect-like buzz of the high
voltage. “Snap.” It happened again, one end of the pickle glowed yellow for an instant. The
snaps became more frequent and transformed into a crackle. We could almost read by the pickle
light. Cheers could now be heard over the electric crackles. Kit was yelling obscenities in his
exhilaration while John, Jeff, and Scott were rejoicing cheers of “Yes!” and “Whoo!” I just stood
with my hands in my pockets smiling from ear to ear in pride and amazement.

Afterwards, we tried to electrocute different food items, but none of them worked. We decided to
plug the pickle back in and play with putting electrodes in different places. When the pickle lost
its conductivity, we watched the video and called it a night.

Some people wonder why | see this experiment as a major event in my life. | remember this
scientific adventure as important, because it had almost everything that I lived for in one night. It
had creativity, ingenuity, spontaneity, excitement, success, and best of all, friends. It was an
evening that I will remember for the rest of my life, because of the closeness | felt with the people
who helped me make a pickle glow.
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Essay Note: College Admissions Committee members report that they like to see action
oriented student essays. In other words if a student is writing about a heartfelt experience
that involved seeing someone in need they would like to read about not only the
experience but also about what they student did to try and help alleviate the need.
Example: Student participated in a mission trip and saw children who did not have any
shoes to wear. Student came home and through their youth group or community asked
volunteers to bring one pair of shoes for the children. Student collected the shoes and
then went through proper channels to see that the shoes were sent to the children. The
action does not have to be huge it just needs to show that the student worked in some
small way to make life better for someone else.

A Resume: A one page resume will list your name, address, phone number, e-mail
address, date of birth, academic accomplishments (rank, GPA, advanced courses taken in
high school, test scores, etc.), community service, extracurricular activities, work
experience, and a personal statement about what your hopes and dreams are for your
future. *A picture is always a nice addition to a resume.* Attaching an unofficial copy of
your transcript will also be helpful for your evaluator. The ApplyTexas application asks
for Extracurricular Activities, Community Service, Talents Awards/Honors, and
Employment/Internships/Summer Activities in a detailed format. When you are putting
together your resume, think of your activities in that format and you will be a step ahead
when completing the Apply Texas application.

12



Your Name
Your Mailing Address
Your Phone Numbeétyour E-Mail Address
Your Social Security # (if required by institution)

Secondary School Information
A Robert E. Lee High School
A 411 ESE Loop 323
A Tyler, Texas 781
A School Code 447138
A 9032622625
GPA and Rank(as of August 20D9
A 3.57 on a 4.0 scale
A 93.69 on a 100 point scale-190 = A)
(including an unofficial transcript would befléFor your evaluator)
Counselor
A Your Counselor
A Contact Number: 963622625
A Fax Number: 963622630
Scores
SAT |
A (V) 550 (M) 550 (W) 580 (Essay) 8
A Composite: 1100 (Critical Reading and Math)
A May 2009

(perhapsrta photo here)

A (E) 26 (M) 30 (RC) 25 (SR) 26 (E/W) 26 BBa
A Composite: 27
A June 2009

Extracurricular Activities

Activity Your Position/ Were you Level Description Hours Per Week/
Year elected to of Activities Weeks Per Year
this (3/32 = three hours per
position? week/32 weeks per year)
Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr.
National Member/11th Yes Nat. Perform 2/8 2/8
Honor Society Member/12th communlty_
service projects

Mu Alpha Member/11 t Yes Loc. Compete in 2/8 2/8
Theta (Honors Member/12th math
Math competition
Fraternity)
Varsity Member/ Sth No Loc. Offensive 24/36 24/36 24/36 24/18
Football Member/1 Oth WR/RB

Member/11th

Member/12th
Track & Field Member/ oth No State 400m Dash, 9/18 9/18 9/18 9/18

Member/ 10th 1600m Re|ay,

Member/11th 800m Re|ay’

Member/12th
Young Life Member -12th No Loc. Youth Group 3/16
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Community Service

Service/Volunteer Work Description of Service From-Thru Total
Hours
Tutor Tutor friends and others in Math and Science 8/08-06/09 40
School Aide Office Aide for counselor 8/08-06/09 40
School Organization Wrapping Presents for C hildren 12/08 15
Talents/Awards/Honors
Talent/Award/Honor Description Level Year Received
Fresh. Soph. Jr. Sr.
NATIONAL HONOR Member/11 t National X X
SOCIETY Member/12th
Mu Alpha Theta -Math Member/11 t Local X X
Honor Society Member/12 t
Texas Coaches Association Nominated by coaches State X
Academic All -State for having a great GPA
Football Team while playing varsity
football
2 Year Varsity Lettermen Awarded for playing State X X
Football time on the field
4 Year Varsity Lettermen Placedin 1 st3dina State X X X X
Track relay during a district
track meet
Employment/Internships/Summer Activities
Employment/Internships/ Your Specific Role/Job Title From-Thru Hours
Summer Activities Per
Week
Local Country Club Cart boy 11/07 - 16
12/09
Joe Smith Law Firm Office Assistant 06/07 - 5
01/09
Joe Smith Yard Care Mowed Lawns 06/06 - 4
08/09

Interests/Hobbies/Activities

Interest/Activity/Hobby

Description

Computers

Working with them and  on them fi programming, mechanics, application

Video Games

Playing games and competing  with my friend s

Ultimate Frisbee

Playing with my youth group every Sunday and with another group on Wednesday

Puzzles

Sudokuds; Rubics Cube 3x3, 4x 4, Wor d

Puzzl
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A paper with everything anyone ever wanted to know about you:

This document is what you will present to those persons you are asking to write a letter of
recommendation for you. Put your name, address, phone number, and e-mail at the top of
the page and provide the following information: Personal Qualities, Unusual Talents,
Academic Strengths, Proposed major and why, Assets or characteristics that will set you
apart from thousands of other applicants, an experience that has given you great
satisfaction in or out of the classroom, and adjectives that both students and adults would
use to describe you. Be sure to include anything that will help your recommender write a
recommendation that admissions officers will enjoy reading. The letters admissions
officers enjoy reading—the ones that are different— are the ones they remember!

Recommendation Letters:

Students will need to prepare a “brag sheet” (forms are available from your counselor or
on the counseling webpage) to present to counselors, teachers, etc. when asking them to
write a letter of recommendation. Be sure to include extra-curricular activities, work
experience, and future plans. References will want to know any pertinent information that
will help them “sell” you to a college admissions committee, so be thorough! When
asking someone to write a letter of recommendation always present them with a
completed brag sheet, a resume, and a self-addressed stamped envelope (colleges prefer
recommendations to be sent directly from the person preparing the letter). Make sure you
ask for the letter at least 3 weeks before your recommendation is due.

15



BRAG SHEET (Complete IN FULL and present to persons who are writing letters of
recommendation. The more information you provide the more individual and
comprehensive your recommendation will be.)

STUDENT:

Name:

E-Mail:

Phone:

On a separate sheet of paper:
A. Tell what you would like the college admissions committee to know about you:

1. Personal Qualities

2. Unusual Talents

3. Academic Strengths

4. Worthwhile Community Activities
B. Describe the assets/characteristics that will set you apart from thousands of other
applicants.
C. Describe an activity or experience outside of school that has touched or inspired you.
D. Describe a classroom or academic experience that has given you great satisfaction in
the last two years.
E. Attach a complete RESUME that includes a list of honors, activities, extra-curricular
activities, leadership opportunities, work experience, etc. Please be thorough. An
example of a resume is included in this handout.

PARENT:

Your son/daughter has asked me to write him/her a recommendation. | know that you
have insight into his/her background, interests, special talents and ambitions. Although
you may feel biased, | welcome and appreciate your comments. When completed, please
ask your son/daughter to return your comments to me.

Please answer all questions in FULL on a separate sheet of paper. The more information
you provide the more individual and comprehensive your student’s recommendation will
be.)
A. Tell what you would like the college admissions committee to know about your
son/daughter regarding:

1. Personal Qualities

2. Unusual Talents

3. Academic Strengths

4. Worthwhile Community Activities
B. Describe the assets/characteristics that will set your student apart from thousands of
other applicants.
C. Explain your son/daughter’s role in the family.
D. Discuss your son’s/daughter’s reactions to any unusual circumstances and/or
situations in your family life.
E. Include any other comments that you feel would help the admissions committee have a
true picture of your son/daughter.
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College Visits: Nothing can replace actually walking the halls and the grounds of a
prospective college. Talking to students, Admissions Counselors, Advisors, Financial Aid
Officers, Department Heads, etc. can help a student decide if a college is right

for them.

Summar y hbatd meed™ W

1. Individual folders labeled:

*Transcript,

*Test scores,

*Senior Schedule

*Essays,

*Resume,

*L_etters of Recommendation,

*NCAA Registration (if an athlete)

*Each College I am interested in with contact numbers, addresses, and deadlines for
everything,

*Scholarship applications with contact numbers, required documents, website, and
deadlines,

*Financial Aid (FAFSA).

2. A personal filing system that will enable you to have all of the information you need at
your fingertips. It would also be a great idea to have a calendar specifically for college
information—deadlines, college fairs, college visits, etc.—to keep you on track.

17



V CHECKLIST

Passing ALL of your classes in your senior year of high school (senioritis is NOT
an excuse)

Completed Application (Apply online)
Essays, if required

Official High School Transcript Ordered (obtain from Registrar’s Office)
Colleges will require an official transcript with application and a final transcript after
graduation. Check with colleges to see if they require a mid-year transcript. If you have
taken Dual Credit courses, TJC will not release your official transcript to you or to the
college you plan to attend until you provide them with an official REL transcript that has
your date of graduation printed on it.

SAT or ACT scores sent directly from the testing agency-can send to 4 for free
when registering for test.

SAT Subject Tests, if required. *College credit can sometimes be awarded for
Subject tests, depending on your score and the college. Ask them!

Application Fee paid, if required
Resume written, if required
Letters of Recommendation, if required

Completed FAFSA (Free Application For Federal Student Aid - Can apply after
January 1 of senior year — this is a FREE application)

NCAA Clearinghouse Registration (for students intending to play sports at the
college level)

Completed Supplemental Information (any added information your particular
college requires to complete the application process)

Applied for scholarships

Students MUST meet all deadlines—colleges are NOT flexible in this area. It is up to
the student to make sure colleges have all required documents by deadline. Because
requirements for admissions are constantly changing please do not rely on outside
sources for current information. Go directly to the college or university for the most
current information.
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Helpful websites:

| !

www.tylerisd.org

TISD website

www.access.bridges.com college information, career planning

Bridges student sign on:
Portfolio
Passwor d:

Na me :
“D pl usmmddyyyy of birth” ex.

“TlI SD plus student |

Bridges parent drop in: Click Site ID tab

Site ID: 1222130
Password: tylerisd

www.thea.nesinc.com
www.fastweb.com

www.tjc.edu

www.uttyler.edu
www.texascollege.edu
www.fafsa.ed.gov
www.window.state.tx.us/scholars/

www.collegeforalltexans.com
WWW.testpreview.com
WWw.pin.ed.gov

www.applytexas.org
WWW.Commapp.org
www.collegeboard.com

www.act.org
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net

THEA registration

Scholarship searches

TJC website

UT Tyler website

Texas College website

Free Application For Federal Student Aid
Information about colleges and

universities in Texas

comprehensive website

test prep

get your PIN # for FAFSA. Both you and your
parents need a PIN #

for state colleges and universities in Texas

for selective colleges and universities

register for SAT/send scores to colleges
register for ACT/send scores to colleges
register with the Clearinghouse for college athletics

http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp AP credit policy

http://collegesearch.ed.gov
www.college.gov

user friendly career/college search website
US Dept. of Education college website

WWww.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment TAKS review

www.track.uttelecampus.org
www.thecb.state.tx.us
www.cdr.state.tx.us/realitycheck/
www.march2success.com

TAKS review

Texas Higher Coordinating Board
Living on your own

Test prep sponsored by US Army

19

DH

e X .


http://www.tylerisd.org/
http://www.access.bridges.com/
http://www.window.state.tx.us/scholars/
http://www.collegeforalltexans.com/
http://www.testpreview.com/
http://www.pin.ed.gov/
http://www.applytexas.org/
http://www.commapp.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
http://www.act.org/
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net/
http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/apcreditpolicy/index.jsp
http://collegesearch.ed.gov/
http://www.college.gov/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment
http://www.track.uttelecampus.org/
http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/
http://www.cdr.state.tx.us/realitycheck/
http://www.march2success.com/

IMPORTANT DATES:

September 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 College Application Work Sessions—Sign up with Mrs.
Tucker--Mrs. Tucker's Office/Career Center

(Wednesday) 7:30-8:15 a.m. and 4:00-5:30 p.m. (Library)

October 14: College information morning (while others are taking PSAT)

November 17: College Fair: TJC: 6:00 p.m.

February 4: Financial Aid workshop-TJC will help you file your FAFSA

6:00 REL Library

February 15, 22, and March 1: “Find Money on Monday’s” 4:00-5:00 (FAFSA help)
June 4: Graduation practice

June 5: Graduation

HELPFUL PHONE NUMBERS

REL: 903-262-2625

REL Fax: 903-262-2630 or 903-262-2680

REL Registrar: 903-262-2662

TJC Admissions: 903-510-2523

TJC Testing Center: 903-510-2617

UT Tyler: 903-566-7000

Herff Jones Graduation Specialists: 903-592-3800
SAT Customer Service: 866-756-7346

ACT Customer Service: 319-337-1270

User Names, Passwords, PI' N #' s, et

ApplyTexas:
User Name: Password:

Application ID:

Application ID:

Application ID:

FAFSA PIN:

College:

User Name: Password:

College:

User Name: Password:
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Terms:

Application Fees: usually range from $25 to $75. Students will usually apply to more
than one school but keep in mind that the money you are spending on application fees
could be spent on books.

Reach School: A more selective school—one that may be your 1% or 2™ choice but not
necessarily a guarantee.

Solid School: A school whose Rank, GPA, and SAT/ACT requirements almost match
yours exactly.

Safety School: A school that meets your needs and because of your credentials—you
would be a shoe in.

Deadline Admissions: A school that requires you to have all required materials in by a
certain date and only then do they begin their admissions process.

Rolling Admissions: A school that considers applications as soon as they arrive and
makes decisions continuously.

Special Filing Dates: A school that has different deadlines for out-of-state applicants.
Early Decision: You apply early and find out early if you are accepted. If you are
accepted, you must attend that school and must immediately withdraw all other
applications. Do not apply Early Decision to more than one school

Early Action: You apply early and find out early if you are accepted but it is non-
binding.

Waitlist: Being put on the waiting list means you could be admitted if space becomes
available. Colleges do not offer admission to students on the wait list until after the May
1 decision deadline has passed. If you really want in don’t be passive-let the school know
you really want in—send extra letters of recommendation—explain how you would be an
asset to their campus and in what ways—give them your most current information—
grades, awards, community service, etc.—ask them for an interview. *Be sure that you
have applied and have been accepted at another school in the event you do not get an
offer of admission from the waitlist.

FAFSA: Federal form for Financial Aid. (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
Some scholarships and grants will disqualify you if you haven’t filed your FAFSA.
CSS/Profile: offered by the College Board. Additional financial detailed form required by
some schools and scholarships. www.collegeboard.com
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Notes/Questions/Contacts/ACT-SAT User Name/Passwords, etc:
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